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Diversity Statement:

Diversity is crucial in providing students with a well-rounded education and opportunities 
for personal development.  I was raised in an affluent part of Scottsdale, AZ, and had 
many privileges growing up.  All my needs were met and I never personally experienced 
overt racism, sexism, or homophobia.  I searched for a way to widen the lens in which I 
viewed the world and through church sponsored missions trips with my family, I found it. 
These trips exposed me to other cultures and socioeconomic classes, as well as 
differing viewpoints and ideologies from the US to South America and Europe.  

One experience proved particularly life changing.  On a philanthropic service trip to 
Calle Doce, a small town in northern Mexico, we helped build a schoolhouse and that 
first experience of leaving my cultural safety zone changed my world-view.  Interacting 
with that community was my first cross-cultural experience and taught me the value of 
diversity and the vital role of acceptance in society.  With almost nothing to give, these 
families openly shared all they had with us and accepted us immediately as if we were 
their own.  It was there I first learned that only when you embrace people and ideas that 
differ from your own, are you able to truly grow.

Diversity is the life-blood and essence of humanity.  Through my travels I have learned 
that you never know what someone’s history is and how someone else’s life 
experiences might enrich your own.  When we are open to the differences of others, our 
lives become more vibrant.  This is especially true for our students.  The academy 
environment provides an ideal laboratory for considering diversity on a higher level. 
Every student brings something unique and important to the classroom and it is my job 
to facilitate an environment of inclusion for all.


